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Whatõs On 
 

DECEMBER  

4th, 5th, 6thñGõboro Comedy Night 

6thñCreaton Christmas Supper 

Party 

9th & 16th Gõboro Primary Christ-

mas Plays  

10thñGõboro Primary New Library 

Opening 

13thñCold Ashby Bingo Night 

13thñGõboro pre-school Panto 

17thñGõboro Carol Singing 

18thñCold Ashby Carol Singing 

19thñCold Ashby Christmas Posting 

& Coffee Evening 

24thñHollowell Carols for all 
 

JANUARY  

17thñCold Ashby Bingo Night 

23rdñDiplomacy Talk, Thornby 

23rd/24thñCold Ashby Panto 

24thñGõboro Burns Night 

Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas Tree 

YO, HO, HO, MERRY CHRISTMAS  

COMPETITION ñFind the 12 days of Christmas, 
spell a word to win dinner for 2 at the            
Ward Arms ñsee page 2 for how to win  

Once again, we ran our Christmas pic-

ture competition. After long delibera-

tion, the judges decided on 3 winners, all 

in part at least, inspired by a Christmas 

tree. We loved the bold colours and 

intricate decorations on Timmyõs Christ-

mas tree. The detailing and festive mes-

sage really caught our eye in Taylorõs 

picture. Laurieõs Father Christmas and 

Reindeer really won us over. Well done 

to Taylor, Timmy and Laurie. Runners 

up pictures are on the back page.    

Each will receive a small prize from 

the editorial team.  

Above Taylor Parr, aged 10  

Below Laurie Herring, aged 6  
Above Timmy Cranfield, aged 7  



 2 

 

CHRISTMAS  COMPETITION  
There are 12 images representing the 12 days of Christmas within this issue of Village Link. 
Each has a letter with it. Put the letters together to spell words associated with Christ-
mas. For example, the letter next to the picture of the partridge in a pear tree is the 1st 
letter of the hidden words. The letter next to the image of the two turtle doves is the 

second letter of the word, etc, etc.  

All correct entries will be placed in a draw on December 20th.   

E;mail on editorial@villagelink.org.uk   or call  740292 and leave your details  
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

 On the twelfth day of Christmas,   
my true love sent to me   

Twelve drummers drumming,   
Eleven pipers piping,   
Ten lords a -leaping,   
Nine ladies dancing,   

Eight maids a -milking,   
Seven swans a-swimming,   

Six geese a-laying,  
Five golden rings,   
Four calling birds,   

Three French hens,   
Two turtle doves,   

And a partridge in a pear tree!  

   THE RECORDS OF GUILSBOROUGH AND 

HOLLOWELL 

Compiled by Ethel L.Renton & Eleanor L.Renton 

together with 

A SEQUEL TO THE RECORDS OF GUILS-

BOROUGH AND HOLLOWELL 

Bringing the story from1929 to 2000AD 

Compiled by Clive Herbert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Price £12  (+ £2.50p.& p. if required) 

(cheques made payable to Guilsborough Parish Council) 

obtainable from: Sarah Jaggard, Nortoft Grange Lodge, Guils-

borough, Northampton NN6 8QB. tel.01604 740352 

CHRISTMAS 

GIFT IDEA 

PHARMACY IN  

GUILSBOROUGH SURGERY!! 

Feeling under the weather?   

Coughing and sneezing?             

 

Taking medication and not too sure 

about the side effects? Need advice on 

travel medication? Cuts and bruises? 

 

 

Your village pharmacy is within the surgery at Guilsborough 

and is open to the general public.  

Come along and visit us! 
The pharmacists can offer advice on minor ailments and sell 

a wide range of medication.  

We can dispense prescriptions and offer advice about pre-

scribed medication. 

 

Opening hours:   

Monday ð Thursday 8.30am to 5pm (closed 12.30ð1pm)                     

Friday 8.30am to 6.30pm (closed 12.30 to 1.30pm)                                                       

Phone number 01604 749932 
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SALE 
 

Discount Designer Fabrics 

Wallpapers 

Cushions 

Furniture 

 

Discount Designer Womenõs 
wear and Jewellery               
from "Terracotta"    

 

4th & 5th December  

9am - 7pm  

At The Old Post Office  

Guilsborough 

GUILSBOROUGH PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS  

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PLAYS   

KS1 (Classes 1 and 2) perform their 

Xmas play on TUESDAY 9TH DECEM-
BER at 10am and 2pm 

KS2 (Classes 3, 4, 5 and 6) perform 
their Xmas play on TUESDAY 16TH 
DECEMBER at 2pm and 7pm 

 

OPENING OF THE NEW 

SCHOOL LIBRARY on 

WEDNESDAY 

10th  DECEMBER 

Come and see chil-
drenõs authors Steve 
Skidmore and Steve 

Barlow open of our 

brand new library and 

also see the school at 
work. They are with 
us for the whole day 
and will run 2 ses-

sions for the children:  

an interactive play reading with 

Classes 1, 2 and 3 

a "how to be an author" workshop 
for Classes 4, 5 and 6 

In the afternoon they will put on a 
panto/gameshow for Classes 3, 4, 5 and 
6 based on their Mad Myths books.  All 

are welcome to the opening ceremony! 
See the school website for more de-
tails. 

 

TERM DATES  

Term finishes on  

     FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2008 

Term starts again on  

     MONDAY 5TH JANUARY 2009 

 

 

 

 

GUILSBOROUGH 

òUNIVERSITYó 

The primary school is calling for local 
volunteers (parents or otherwise) 

who would be willing to give some of 
their spare time to share their hobby 
or a particular skill with small groups 

of Guilsborough Primary School chil-
dren (aged 5 -11 yrs).  We are plan-
ning to run a series of 6-week 

ôcoursesõ, up to three times a year.  
On completion children will get a 
ôdegreeõ certificate in that particular 
subject. 

If you have a skill, hobby or interest 
which you would like to share please 

do get in touch with the school office 
or email the Head on 
head@guilsboroughprimary.co.uk 

Please visit the website to see more 
of whatõs on: 

www.guilsboroughprimary.co.uk   

Down The Pub!  
Whatôs on at your local 

 

The Ward Arms 740265 
 
Live Band òThe Disclaimersó Sat 29th Nov 8.00pm 
Guilsboroughôs very own Folk band CD launch Charity night 
NEW YEARõS EVE PARTY 
Live Band, Disco, Buffet, Fancy Dress tilllate ñFun & Gamesò 
JANUARY =Brewers Month. Nobbyôs New Ales Ã2 a pint throughout January 
FEBRUARY = Valentineõs evening Dinner. Be romantic & book early! 
MARCH = Mothering Sunday Lunch @ the Ward Arms 
LIVE BAND NIGHT !!!!! LAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH, Free Entry 
QUIZ NIGHT with supper. Alternate Tuesdays. Cash & Drinks prizes 
Happy Hourð5.30-7.30 Monday to Friday 
Meat Raffle & Drinks roll overð7.30pm Friday 
 

The Brick Layers 505752 
 
Quiz & Chips -Fortnightly Starting Sat 22 November 
Karaoke/Disco -alternate Saturdays Starting 29 November 

Happy Hour -5.00pmð7.00pm Monday to Friday 
Open the Box -3.00pm Sundays 
Free Pool -Tuesdays 
FULL SKY SPORTS including Setanta 
Christmas & New Years Eve -Party Night with disco & buffet 
 

The Red Lion 740238 
 
NN6 8SJ 
Friendly Atmosphere, Delicious Food, Real Ales & Log Fire 
DECEMBER = Festive Fayre Lunch and Dinner 
CHRISTMAS DAY = Festive Lunch 
BOXING DAY = Classic Car Meet from 12.00pm 
NEW YEARS EVE = Fancy Dress Party 

Meat & Drinks Raffle 3.00pm Sundays 

Support your local. Use them or Lose them .... 
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COLD ASHBY NEWS 

Bingo Evening  

with Seasonal Treat  

Saturday 13th December  

On Saturday December 13th, the Cold Ashby 

Bowls Club will be holding a ñCHRISTMAS 

BINGO EVENINGò at Cold Ashby Village Hall 
with eyes down at 8pm. Come along and 

join the fun. ALL WELCOME. For further de-

tails call 740528  

Cold Ashby Village Hall Lottery Winners  

All £25 Winners  

27th Sept Mr A Malin 2 

4th Oct Mr A Bott 39 

11th Oct Mrs Douglas 33 

18th Oct Mrs K Bott 23 

25th Oct Mrs Wilcox 36 

1st Nov Mr T Smith 4 

8th Nov Mrs K Bott 23 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Bingo Evenings to be held at the Cold Ashby Village Hall 

as follows:- 
Bingo Evening with Tombola on 17th January 

2009 with eyes down at 7.30pm. 
Valentines Bingo with Valentine Surprises on 14th 

February 2009 with eyes down at 7.30pm 

Proceeds to Cold Ashby Bowls Club 

POTTERS  
The Cold Ashby Bowls Club will again be going to 

òPOTTERSó from Monday March 16th to March 20th 2009. 

If interested in joining the Cold Ashby Bowls Club on this 

tour, please contact Wendy on 01604 740528 for further 

details. 

Also the Cold Ashby Bowls Club will be touring in Somerset 

in 2009 from May 29thñ31st. Again for more details contact 

Wendy on 01604 740528 

On Thursday 18th December, the 

carol singers will meet outside the 

Cold Ashby Village Hall at 6.30pm, 

and then proceed around the vil-

lage carol singing.  

 

Collection Proceeds for Breast Can-

cer Research  

CHRISTMAS POSTING 

& COFFEE EVENING 
Cold Ashby Village Hall will again be holding the annual 

òCHRISTMAS POSTING & COFFEE EVENING on Friday 

19th December at 7pm. There will be a raffle for a Christ-
mas Hamper, Tombola, Bring & Buy.                               

ALL WELCOME. For details tel. 740528 

Beauty and the Beast 
Friday 23rd January  

Saturday 24th January  
 

The pantomime season is rapidly approaching,  

 

 

 

 

auditions are taking place, for the next Pantomime 
òBeauty & The Beastó, which will be performed to 
the public on Friday 23rd January, Saturday 24th 
January & Sunday matinee.  

Adults £6, Children £3.  

Contact Wendy on 01604 740528 for tickets.  

M 

CAROL  

SINGING  

Oh no it isnõt,   

Oh yes it is  



 5 

 

COTTESBROOKE NEWS 
 Halloween Capers at Cottesbrooke ! 

Witches, ghosts, vampires and ghouls set off on horseback in 
Cottesbrooke to indulge in some Halloween tricking and treating!  

7 LOCKS FESTIVAL  
RETURNED TO  

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  

After a successful tour last year 

the 7 Locks Festival returned 

with the Long Buckby born 

David Owen Jones to perform 

concerts at local venues. Last 

year the concert which was held 

in the ballroom at Cottesbrooke 

Hall raised over £1400 for the 

Church, kindly being sponsored 

by Johnny Guidhaus wines, 

Gordon McClure and Howkins 

ÈÕËɯ'ÈÙÙÐÚÖÕȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÊÖÕɪ

cert in Cottesbrooke was held in 

Cottesbrooke Church on Tues-

day 7th October at 7.30pm. This 

àÌÈÙɀÚɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÞÈÚɯÒÐÕËÓàɯÚ×ÖÕɪ

sored by Nicholas Martire from 

Elan Polo and once again hoped 

to raise funds for the church res-

toration .  

THANKS ESPECIALLY GO TO LOUISA TALBOT FOR 

ORGANISING THE COTTESBROOKE CONCERT  

IT WOULD BE GREAT TO HAVE ANY 

COTTESBROOKE NEWS , PHOTOGRAPHS or 

INTERESTING STORIES FOR THE NEXT 

ISSUE ?         

Please phone 1604505258 or e.mail 

rachelle@rachelleroberts.co.uk   

LOOKING FOR GIFT ?   

SOMETHING  PERSONAL, 
UNIQUE, A LITTLE DIFFERENT ?  

Artist Rachelle Roberts can create a bespoke embroi-
dery/collage using a personal theme with your choice 
of colours from funky designer fabrics, creating an 
exquisite and unique gift for both adults and chil-

dren. 

Prices start from £15 

Phone Rachelle on 01604 505258 or e.mail 
rachelle@rachelleroberts.co.uk for further details or 

to discuss your requirements 
 

     www.rachelleroberts.co.uk   www.lilyjoedesigns.co.uk  

 

CHRISTMAS FACT: There are massive demands 

for Christmas trees around the globe, in fact there 
are a massive 35 million trees produced each year 

purely for the demand for Christmas trees. 
I  A 

BAKEHOUSE  

CURTAINS  

 
All types of curtains, blinds and cush-

ions made at very competitive prices   
******** 

We sell a large range of handmade 

metal  & wooden curtain poles 
******** 

Why not phone us for a  quick quote? 

Jo Davies  ( 01604) 740479 

Vicki Robins  ( 01604) 880233 

The Old Bakehouse  

Thornby, Northants  

mailto:rachelle@rachelleroberts.co.uk
mailto:e.rachelle@rachelleroberts.co.uk
http://www.rachelleroberts.co.uk/
http://www.lilyjoedesigns.co.uk/
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CLAYTON & COMPANY 

(Independent Financial Advisers) Limited 

Take the first step to a 
better financial future 

Bespoke financial planning for individuals, fami-

lies and businesses. 

 

Rory Clayton ACII APFS  

Chartered Financial Planner 

Tel:-    01604 740844 

Fax:-  01604 740409 

Email:- customerservices@claytonandcompany-ifa.co.uk 

www.claytonandcompany-ifa.co.uk 

Clayton and Company (Independent Financial Advisers) Limited is an 
Appointed Representative of Financial Ltd which is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

LOUISE METCALFE 

Paintings & Drawings 

 Limited Edition Prints 

Printed & Handmade Cards 

Originals 

At Home and at 

Kelmarsh Hall Christmas Fair 3 & 4 December 

01604 740048 

www.louisemetcalfe.com 

 

 

 

Pressed for Time?  
  Canõt face all that ironing, then maybe I can help.  

I am an honest & dependable lady who would love to 

help. 

Reasonable rates charged  

Call Belinda 01604 743216  

Mob. 07811986587  

Garden Shredder 

 
Note to the person who bought the garden shred-
derñwe have now found the instructionsñPlease 
get in touch again if you want them. Tel 740670 

http://www.gettyimages.com/Search/Search.aspx?src=clarify&query=z.i.H4sIAAAAAAAEAO29B2AcSZYlJi9tynt_SvVK1-B0oQiAYBMk2JBAEOzBiM3mkuwdaUcjKasqgcplVmVdZhZAzO2dvPfee--999577733ujudTif33_8_XGZkAWz2zkrayZ4hgKrIHz9-fB8_In7dfLn9-ZNf49f4NX6PX_dskV3kvyb9-pj-_-uVeX
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CREATON NEWS  
United Reformed Church         SERVICES IN CREATON                        2008/09           

Junior church now takes place in the school room starting at 11am each Sunday  

Date                                        Time  Service  Led by  

Sunday 7th    December           11 am Morning service and Holy Communion Jon Heard 

Sunday 14th  December           11 am Morning service and gift service Café style 

Sunday 21st   December          11 am Morning service John Horrocks  

Monday 22nd December           7pm Candlelight carol service Girls Brigade and Pilots 

Thursday 25th December         10.30am Christmas Morning service Tuesday Bible study 
group 

Sunday 28th  December           11am Morning service  Jon Heard 

 2009  

Sunday  4th January                11am Morning service and Holy Communion John Horrocks 

Sunday 11th January              11am Morning service Glen Beck 

Sunday 18th January              11am Morning service celebrating week of prayer for Christian 
unity 

TBA possibly joint with St 
Michaels 

Sunday 25th January              11am Morning service Jon Heard 

Christmas at St Michaelôs 
 
Sunday 30th 
November at 6 
p.m.   

Candlelit Advent 
Carol Service 
  
Saturday 6th 
December at 7.30 p.m.  
Christmas Supper Party at Creaton Lodge. Tickets 
from Creaton Post Office 
  
Sunday 21st December at 11 a.m.   
Crib Service when we will be celebrating the 
"Birthday of a King" and you are all invited to the 
party. 
.... at 6 p.m.  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
  
Wednesday 24th December - Christmas Eve at 
11.30 p.m.    
Midnight Mass 
  

Saturday 3rd January at 7.30 p.m.   
Epiphany Party at Ivy Cottage, Hollowell. 

Ducklings Pre-School, Creaton  

     

 ééé.. would like to thank 

everyone who has supported us 

over the last twelve months. We 

have had another great year, increasing the 

number of sessions we offer and holding 

several successful fundraising events in the 

village.  

Can we also remind you not to throw out 

your old mobile phones or used print 

cartridges as we can raise funds by recycling 

them - please drop them in to Morningside 

Cottage, next to Creaton P.O. or 1 The Green. 

 

Thank you and best wishes to all 

for the festive season. 

H 
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CREATON NEWS  

Creaton wins - again!  
     

Congratulations are due to David and 

Sylvia Winters of the the shop and Post 

Office in Creaton as they were the winners of the 

National Federation of Retail Newsagents 

Independent Community Retailer of the Year 

trophy.  

 

The trophy was presented 

at the Park Plaza 

Riverbank Hotel in 

London, and  is awarded 

to the independent news 

retailer who has made a 

consistent and committed 

contribution to their local 

community.  

ADOPT-A-PIPE IN CREATON 
    

Have you ever considered adopting an 

organ pipe for a year ?   

   

In Creaton we are giving you the chance to do just that 

ð and win some money as well.  To raise money for the 

restoration of our 1890 Wordsworth Pipe Organ, we are 

inviting you to òadoptó a pipe for one year at a cost of 

£10.   The pipes will then be put into a draw at least 

every two months for prizes of £50, £30 and £20.    

 

Can you afford to miss this opportunity to adopt a Swell 

Principal, Open Diapason, Great Dulciana, Flute, Oboe 

or even Lieblich Gedact ?   

 

Pipe Adoption Co-ordinator:  Susannah Braithwaite 

01604 505 784ñe-mail:  sjbhoneysuckle@btinternet.com  
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CREATON NEWS 

Creaton Parish Council Newséééwww.creaton.org.uk 
New Planning Applications ð If you have any 
comments/objections to make on the following 
planning applications, please contact the relevant 
case officer .  
   

DA/2008/0995  Installation and operation of a 

meteorological monitoring mast for a temporary 

period of one year to evaluate the wind resource.  

Land west of Hanging Houghton Lodge  , 

Harborough Road, Hanging Houghton, Northants  

Case Officer Brett Osborne on 01327 302579 or 

email bosborne@daventrydc.gov.uk"  

bosborne@daventrydc.gov.uk  

DA/2008/0997 Two wind turbines, foundations and 

ancillary equipment, new access to site -  

Mercedes -Benz Technology Centre, Morgan Drive, 

Brixworth, Northamptonshire, NN6 9GZ  Case 

Officer Brett Osborne on 01327 302579 or email  

bosborne@daventrydc.gov.uk . 

DA/2008/1071 ð Work to two trees in the 

Conservation Area, Home Farm, Brixworth Road, 

Creaton, Northamptonshire NN6 8NF ð Case 

Officer R Booth 01327 302583 or 

rbooth@daventrydc.gov.uk  
   

Planning Application decisions  

DA/2008/0784 ð Single Storey side and rear 
extension and new vehicular access, demolition of 
existing outbuildings, 38, Brixworth Road, Creaton, 
Northants NN6 8NQ ð Refused 16/09/08  

DA/2008/0899 (revised) General purpose 
agricultural building, Land off Welford Road, 
Creaton Refused 01/10/08  

 

Local Highway Priorities -  We have been 
requested by NCC/MGWSP to provide a list of 
Creatonõs Highway priorities.  We have sent in the 
following list: - 

1.  Parking on footpaths and grass verges.  

2.  General deterioration of road surfaces.  

3. Vehicle Activated Signs on the A5199 (and 
Brixworth Road) to encourage drivers to keep to 
the speed limit.  

4. The enforcement of their recommended routes 

for lorries, eg A508, and to deter lorries from 
using the A5199.  

5.  Weight restrictions for vehicles passing 
through the village and Teeton Lane.  

6.  White Lines re -instated in all areas  

7.  Sign saying òCreatonó as you approach from 
Brixworth  

8.  Footpaths siding out  
If you have any further items to add to this list, 
please contact the Clerk.  
    

Prize Money from Village of the Year 
Competition -  Parish Council has now received the 
prize money of £75 for the Northamptonshire 
Calor Village of the Year competition.  The money 
was put towards providing musical entertainment at 
the Creaton Celebration held in October.  
      

Village of the Year Celebration  ð Great Creaton 
School Hall - The Parish Council wishes to thank 
Juliet Patten and all those involved for all their 
hard work in organizing the extremely successful 
Creaton Celebration.  This was an excellent event 
held in Great Creaton School Hall.  Over 60 people 
attended plus a lot of children.  There were games, 
a great jazz duo, a treasure hunt in the Church plus 
everyone bought along cakes/refreshments to 
share.  Thanks also to Highgate House for donating 
the cake.  
     

Light on the Lychgate -  Cllr Thomas has managed 
to obtain further quotes for powering a light on the 
Lychgate and noticeboard from the nearest public 
streetlamp.  This will cost over £1200.  Parish 
Council has agreed that the work needs to be done 
but are concerned about the cost which will mean 
that an increase in Council Tax bills.  Parish Council 
has also applied for a grant from the County 
Councillors Empowerment Fund to assist towards 
the cost.  

Parish Council Grants -  If any Village Organisation 
would like an application for a Parish Council Grant 
in 2008/09, please let the Clerk know as soon as 
p o s s i b l e  ( e m a i l 
creatonpc@tiscali.co.uk  

Lynne Compton, Clerk and RFO 

For and on behalf of Creaton Parish 

Council 

D 
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CREATON NEWS 

 By the time you read this 

article our final event of the year, 

our Annual Quiz, will have hap-

pened and the victorious team 

will be known. Thank you to all 

òquizzersó who supported the 

event. 

 2008 has been a good year 

for fund raising with four success-

Creaton Playing Fields Association 
ful car boot sales, a musical Blues 

Brothers evening as well as our 

Quiz and various donations. Our 

only large expenditure this year 

has been the purchase of our sec-

ond-hand Toro mowing machine 

that spluttered into service and 

subsequently passed out! I am 

pleased to report that surgery has 

been successful and it 

should be back in action 

next year giving a high 

level of finish to the 

playing field once more. 

 The Association 

is run by volunteers for 

the benefit of everyone 

who uses the field or 

enjoys seeing the varied 

activities that take place 

on the field. We are 

very grateful to everyone who 

supports us in whatever capacity, 

as we know that we could not be 

successful without their help and 

goodwill. Special thanks go to the 

owners of the playing field who 

have recently granted a new lease 

that guarantees the future of the 

field for a further five years at a 

peppercorn rent. In addition, we 

are grateful to Matts farm who 

have provided covering for our 

tractor storage area at the farm 

and to Mandy Nolan for allowing 

us to site our storage shed in her 

garden. 

  In the mean 

time, the field will be 

open every day of the 

year for the enjoyment 

of all! 

M 
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Drinks for the festive season  

Christmas Rum Punch  

Ingredients:- 1 measure fresh lime juice, 2 measures grenadine, 3 measures dark rum, 4 

measures soda water, dash of angostura bitters, freshly grated nutmeg, ice. Fill the 

glass with ice and add a dash of the bitters. Fill with the rest of the ingredients and 

then grate a little nutmeg on top. 

Classic Mulled Wine  

Ingredients:- 2 x 75 cl bottles medium to full-bodied red wine, 1 orange stuck with 

cloves, 2 oranges, sliced, 2 lemons, sliced, 6 level tablespoons granulated sugar or 

honey, 2 inch (5 cm) piece cinnamon stick, 2 level teaspoons finely grated fresh root 

ginger or ground ginger, 2 tablespoons fruit liqueur such as Cointreau, Grand Mar-

nier or cherry brandy (optional). Put all the ingredients in a saucepan with 2½ pints 

(1.5 litres) water then heat to simmering point, stirring until all the sugar has dis-

solved. Keep it barely at simmering point for at least 20 minutes ð but do not boil 

or the alcohol will evaporate. 

Your guide to surviving Christmas 

Personalise Crackers.. 
é..make your own 

Sick of the same pointless gifts in 
Christmas crackers. Impress your 
guests by personalising yours this 
Christmas. A number of companies 
provide kits to do this such as www.gocrackers.co.uk and 
simplycrackers.co.uk. Starting prices from £5 per 6. Not 
creative? Simply Crackers will do the customisation for 
you (at a price).  

Helpful hints and tips to make your Christmas run smoothly 

Turn left - over Turkey into a winter warmer  

Topped with flaky puff pastry, this rich creamy 
pie is the ideal way to use up all those Christmas 
turkey leftovers  

Ingredients  

30g Butter  

1 large onion, finely chopped  
450g Mushrooms, sliced  

275ml Cream  
100ml turkey or chicken stock  

675g cooked Turkey, and ham 
leftovers, cut into 2cm chunks  

1 tbsp chopped tarragon, or marjoram  
Puff pastry, rolled out to ½ cm thickness, enough to cover 

the pie  

Method  

1. Pre -heat the oven to 230C/gas 8.  

2. Melt the butter in a saucepan large enough to hold all the 
meat, add the chopped onion, season with salt and pepper 

and sweat on a gently heat until the onions are softened.  
3. Toss the sliced mushrooms in a little butter in a frying pan 

over a high heat until golden brown (you might need to do 
this in two batches).  

4. Add the mushroom to the onions, together with the cream 
and stock and bring to the boil. Leave to simmer gently for 

several minutes until it starts to thicken, then season to 
taste.  

5. Stir in the meat leftovers, then pour into a shallow baking 
dish. Cover with puff pastry, sealing the edges and making a 

small incision in the top to let steam escape.  

6. Transfer to the oven and bake for 10 minutes, then turn 

the heat down to 200C/gas 4 and bake for a further 20 min-
utes.  

7. When the pastry is golden brown, remove from the oven 
and leave to cool slightly before serving.  

Donõt forget the Mistletoeéé 

 Mistletoe has long been a symbol of love, peace 

and goodwill. In the ancient Druid society, 

warring clans would stop their battles and 

claim a temporary truce when they would 

chance upon mistletoe. It may be that this em-

brace of goodwill among enemies may have 

eventually led to the traditional kiss under 

the mistletoe. Some say that if a man kisses a 

woman while she is standing under mistletoe, 

it is a proposal of marriage! Most people now 

just view a person standing under mistletoe as 

being available for a kiss!  

Top 10 tips on wrapping Christmas presents 

so they really stand out under the tree 
1)  Don't use wrapping paper for wrapping Christmas presents. Wallpa-

per and fabric off-cuts look great and are environmentally friendly. Or 

get the kids busy with recycled brown paper and potato print stars. 

2)  Buy a multi-pack of cheap baubles and write the Christmas gift re-

cipient's name using metallic pen. Old-fashioned brown luggage labels 

and coloured ink also look great on Christmas gifts. 

3)  Keep it neat. Teeth-torn Sellotape ruins even the smartest Christ-

mas present wrapping. Use a proper dispenser, and always fold raw 

edges before sticking them down. 

4)  Buttons, costume jewellery, fabric butterflies and flowers, pom-

poms and trinkets turn Christmas gifts from finished into fabulous. 

5)  If the Christmas gift is already attractively packaged, don't go to 

town. Accent instead with a pretty ribbon. 

6)  Mix rich with poor. Brown parcel paper looks chic tied with velvet 

ribbon, and wrapping paper bought in 10-metre rolls instantly goes 

upmarket tied with coloured cord or garden twine.  

7)  Attach a small gift. Candy canes work well for children, mini laven-

der bags for the mother-in-law, and tiny crackers for anyone. 

8)  A box is the answer to wrapping Christmas presents which are 

awkwardly shaped, or things that are so tiny you're worried they'll get 

lost. Keeping the shape covered up will help keep them guessing. 

9)  Keep a couple of Christmas gift bags to hand for anything that is 

difficult to wrap, or for last-minute panics when you've run out of time. 

10) Let your inner bad taste go wild. Tie bundles of cinnamon sticks 

with red ribbon, go mad with real holly. 
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